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congregation on its 30th anniversary
and its bright future.e

TRIBUTE TO SHANNON HARPS

® Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I
would like to express my SOrrow re-
garding the tragic death of one of
Washington’s finest young environ-
mental advocates Shannon Harps on
December 31, 2007. She was killed by an
unknown assailant as she was return-
ing to her Capitol Hill apartment in
Seattle from the grocery store. Shan-
non’s death is a tremendous loss to our
community and the many issues to
which she devoted her life. I join with
Shannon’s family, friends, and col-
leagues in the Sierra Club in mourning
the loss of this wonderful person and
fine community organizer. Though her
life was cut short, she was able to
make a large impact on the quality of
the Northwest environment.

Shannon came from her home State
of Ohio to Seattle, WA, in February
2004 to join the staff of the northwest
office of the Sierra Club. This move
joined two of Shannon’s strongest de-
sires to work to protect our environ-
ment and to live in the Northwest
where she could more vigorously pur-
sue her strong love for the outdoors.

Shannon had a wonderful sense of
humor and a style of working with peo-
ple that immediately put them at ease
and made it easy for them to join her
in protecting our environment and
quality of life. Shannon particularly
enjoyed working with high school and
college students to help them develop
their interests and talents in working
to create a better world. While Shan-
non’s work was directly focused on pro-
tecting our environment, from wilder-
ness to global warming, her values
were deeply embedded in a strong sense
of fairness and justice for all people.

In the 4 years that Shannon lived in
Washington State she helped to protect
some of our finest lands. Shannon
worked with Sierra Club volunteers
and staff from the many groups to help
move the Wild Sky Wilderness proposal
through the various steps of its ardu-
ous journey through the congressional
process. She spent countless hours on
the phone, in meetings, and on the
trail helping to bring people together
to advocate for protection of these
spectacular wild lands. Shannon be-
lieved that people were better advo-
cates if they had firsthand knowledge
of the places they were advocating for.
As part of this belief she led countless
hikes into some of Washington’s
wildest lands.

Shannon’s was a natural leader in
the State of Washington and worked
with colleagues around the country to
help thwart the various efforts to open
up America’s Arctic Coastal Plain to
oil and gas drilling. She was a lead or-
ganizer in the successful effort in 2006
to pass the renewable energy portfolio
standard for Washington State. And, in
the recent 2 years, much of her work
focused on building relationships with
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local officials and creating public sup-
port so they would endorse the mayor’s
Climate Protection Agreement.

In her all-too-short life, she made
contributions that benefited our com-
munity, State, and the world. She lived
her life as an example of living lightly
on the planet and engaged the people
and world around her with grace,
humor, kindness, and respect. Every-
one who worked with her admired her
style, tenacity, and sense of purpose,
along with her sparkling smile and
laugh.

Shannon loved living and working in
the Northwest. She reveled in the out-
doors and nothing made her happier
than to participate in a competitive
run, or hike our high mountain trails.
Her death is a loss for us all. But her
spirit still resides with all of those
with whom she worked and walked the
trails, and those who continue the
struggle to protect our lands and envi-
ronment and create a more just and
fair world for us all.e

———
TRIBUTE TO MARC HERSHMAN

® Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today
I honor Marc Hershman, a professor
and former director of the University
of Washington School of Marine Affairs
and adjunct professor at the school of
law, for his exceptional public service
to our country. Since 1972, Professor
Hershman has been a valued leader,
colleague, and mentor in the fields of
marine policy, coastal zone manage-
ment, marine ports and transportation,
and law.

Mr. President, it is my sad duty
today to report that Professor
Hershman passed away on Monday,
February 18. Today, I want to extend
my condolences to his entire family,
including his wife Carol, his daughter
Carla, his son Jordan, and his sister
Susan.

Professor Hershman led faculty and
students engaged in teaching and re-
search on integrated coastal zone man-
agement, ports and transportation, liv-
ing marine resource management, ma-
rine protected areas, impacts of cli-
mate change, and other ocean issues.
He had more than 30 years of experi-
ence in the study of ocean and coastal
law and policy. In 1972, he founded the
Coastal Management Journal and
served as its editor in chief. He served
as president of The Coastal Society,
was a cofounder of the Marine Affairs
and Policy Association, and was an ac-
tive member of the nationwide Ocean
Governance Study Group. He was the
founder and a board member of Odys-
sey Maritime Discovery Center on Se-
attle’s central waterfront.

Over the years, Professor Hershman
was the recipient of several awards in
the marine policy field. As voted by his
peers, he was the first to receive the bi-
ennial Orville T. Magoon Service
Award, which recognized his long-time
Achievement Award and was twice pre-
sented with the Distinguished Service
Award from the Coastal Society. In
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2001, at the recommendation of U.S.
House Minority Leader Richard A. Gep-
hardt, Professor Hershman was se-
lected by President George W. Bush to
serve on the U.S. Commission on Ocean
Policy.

Recently, Professor Hershman was
working on ocean policy in Washington
State. He led 25 students in preparing
ocean policy recommendations to the
Governor’s Ocean Policy Working
Group. In collaboration with NOAA’s
Sea Grant Program and various State
agencies, Professor Hershman devel-
oped the groundwork for a marine pol-
icy fellowship program in the State
government, to be called the Hershman
Fellowship.

I extend my condolences to Professor
Hershman’s family and friends. His
passing is a loss not only to his family
and those who knew him but to aca-
demia and the entire field of marine
policy.e

——
HONORING KAREN HONTZ

® Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I wish to
recognize the outstanding service
Karen Hontz has provided to the Sen-
ate Committee on Small Business and
Entrepreneurship in her capacity as a
detailee from the Small Business Ad-
ministration, SBA. Karen came to the
Senate last June and quickly estab-
lished herself as an invaluable asset
from her first days on the job when the
committee held a roundtable and sub-
sequent markup on venture capital leg-
islation. As Congress prepares to take
a short recess, Karen will begin her
transition back to the SBA, as well as
her 20th year of distinguished service
to the Federal Government. This will
certainly be SBA Administrator Pres-
ton’s gain and my and my staff’s loss.
Thank you Administrator Preston for
allowing us to work with Karen over
the last 9 months.

As I reflect on Karen’s tenure, I will
always remember how she far exceeded
all expectations, working long hours to
provide me with clear and succinct ma-
terials about critical issues facing
America’s small businesses. This was
particularly impressive given the vol-
ume of activity before the committee
and the fact that Karen was new to the
Senate. Indeed, since Karen came to
Capitol Hill, the committee held seven
oversight hearings on issues ranging
from Government contracting, to wom-
en’s business ownership and grant pro-
grams, to the SBA’s budget. The com-
mittee also held two markups, sending
venture capital, entrepreneurial devel-
opment, and contracting legislation to
the Senate floor. My staff and I could
not have navigated these committee
actions without Karen’s sage counsel
and invaluable insight gained from
years of experience at the SBA.

Not only was Karen extremely help-
ful in assisting me with committee
hearings and markups, but she also
played an integral role in moving legis-
lation on the Senate floor, a rare feat
for a new employee. For example,
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